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Conclusions
Even though the immediate current
problems in the field of agriculture are
those growing out of the need and de
sire to maximize production under the
stringency of labor and fertilizer short
ages, lack of adequate farm machinery
and equipment, and marketing difficul
ties, there are internal and external prob
lems that cast their shadow ahead, the
solution of which will determine the eco
nomic status of agriculture for the years
that lie ahead. Even though we are con

fronted with many national, regional, and
state problems, these are not insuperable.
This nation has the productive capacity
in natural resources, manpower, technol
ogy, and managerial genius to produce
on a level that would make it possible
for all the people to enjoy a level of
material well-being never attained any
where before. Only the future can de
termine whether we aire worthy of our.
rich heritage and the great challenge for
the future that is ours.

Economic Problems in Mississippi
and the South
By FR A N K J. W ELC H *
Head, Agricultural Economics Department
The current agricultural outlook for
Mississippi is colored and conditioned by
many factors that lie beyond the borders
of the State. Hence, it would appear
that we might get a better perspective of
the current and prospective situation by
first examining some' of the over-all probems that the Nation as a whole will have
}> face in the immediate years that lie
ahead.

^

Agricultural and Industrial
Inter-relationships
It is encouraging to know that farm
and industry conferences of this kind are
being held in many places throughout
the country. These conferences promise
unity and constructive thinking and ac
tion on post-war problems. They further
give assurance that both industry and
agriculture recognize a common interest
in many problems and a mutual inter
dependence on a sound over-all national
economy. Agriculture prospers from full
industrial employment and industry like
wise benefits from a sound prosperous
ericulture, which provides an abundant
ood supply and raw materials for manu
facture and a market outlet for industrial
products.
The relative inter-dependence of all
groups in modern society was emphasiz
ed by Dr. Richard T . Ely in Ground
Under Our Feet:

t

Men’s interests are inextricably intertwined,
and we shall never become truly prosperous so
long as any class of the population is mater
ially and morally wretched. As a social body,
we can no more be in a sound condition while
we have a submerged element, than a man can
be whose arms or legs are suffering from a foul
and corrupting disease.
*Paper presented by Dr. Welch at the Con
ference of Agricultural and Industrial Leaders,
held at Jackson, Miss., April 5 and 6, 1944.

Neither agriculture nor industry can
be truly prosperous while the other
flounders in the doldrums of economic
stagnation.

National Problems
Some of the common national and in
ternational problems in which both agri
culture and industry are vitally interested
may be suggested as follows:
1. The problem of national debt and possible
monetary inflation. It has been conservatively
estimated that the national debt will be around
300 billion dollars by the end of 1945. The
annual carrying charges on this debt alone will
amount to approximately 9 billion dollars—more
than was spent for all governmental purposes
in any year during the “ hey-day” of New Deal
spending in the 1930’s and more than was ex
pended for all governmental purposes during
any 3 years in the 1920’s. The national debt
has risen since 1914 from $12 per capita to
$2,222 per capita.
A debt of 300 billion dollars is not impos
sible under full employment and a relative pros
perous agriculture if we have the moral courage
and political fortitude to deal with it seriously
and realistically. It can be paid in gpod faith
and in honest dollars.
The most serious danger to agriculture and
industry alike is the possibility of run-away
inflation. Under our fiscal system the creation
of national debt under certain conditions pro
vides the basis for still further private credit
expansion. This plus a tremendous volume of
purchasing power in excess of available goods—
currently estimated at from 17 to 22 billion
dollars—provides an ideal setting for more and
more inflation. Whether the dam of inflation
is held or not, and whether we continue to
have an orderly exchange system, depends on
the combined effort of industrial and agricul
tural leaders. Post-war problems would be com
plicated immeasurably by inflation/
2. Closely related to the problem of debt
and inflation control is that of a sound and
adequate tax program that will encourage free
enterprise and maximum production. Such a
tax program must be accompanied by the elimi
nation of all but absolutely essential public ex
penditures.
3. The restoration of world trade and the
problem of establishing amicable world rela
tionship. This is extremely important from the
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viewpoint of our State economy as will be
indicated more specifically later.
Both agriculture and industry are concerned
that our foreign trade and international rela
tions be on á sound economic and political
basis. This means that we should work towards
amity and good-will among nations, reasonable
access, to and equitable distribution of necessary
raw materials which will of -necessity involve
considerable w orld. trade, and finally, political
as well as economic collaboration to the end
that gangster nations will not again disturb the
world peace and challenge the very basis of
civilized society itself.
The matter of establishing a healthy volume
of international trade in the post-war years will
be complicated by the following difficulties:
(1) most of the European and Asiatic countries
will be prostrate from the ravages of war and
will have little to offer in the way of goods in
exchange, (2) lack of an international medium
of exchange such as gold, which has served in
the past, (3), the persistence of artificial trade
barriers, such as tariffs and many of the new
devices even more effective than the tariffs in
restricting trade, which were developed largely
by the totalitarian states in the pre-war years.
Neither Lend-Lease nor any other mechanism
that siphons goods out of the United States with
out anything in return tan provide the basis
for a sound peacetime international trade or
relationship between this country and other
countries of the world; The probability of such
an arrangement holds dangerous possibilities
for the future.
4. Demobilization and the problem of full
employment. This is going to be one of the
major problems of the post-war years., From
20 to 30 million persons will have to be shift
ed from military service organizations and war
work to peacetime activities. Agriculture must
not be expected to absorb a proportionately
greater number of these workers than can be
efficiently employed on the farms. Neither is
government-made work the answer. Here is
where genuine economic statesmanship is called
for on the part of agricultural and industrial
leadership if we are to survive as a free people
under free institutions.
5. The problem of monopoly control of both
capital and labor. This may call for a rigorous
policing of the economic system to the end thatstrangling monopolies do not destroy the com
petitive free enterprise system. Likewise, labor
unions will have to be made responsible and
subservient to the common weal.
6. Finally, all groups must be concerned with
an equitable distribution of the national income
between agriculture and industry commensurate
with the contribution made by each to the total.
No effort will be made at this time to trace
the causes for disparity or suggest the means for
attaining the end of relative equality in income,

but its significance is suggested for careful con
sideration.
As an indication of the distribution of na
tional income as between agriculture and in
dustry, the percentage of the population that
was rural and the percentage of the national
income going to agriculture is indicated for
four different periods.*' 1910, 35.1 percent of
population .received 13.4 percent .of income;
1920, 29.5 percent of population received 11.4
percent of income; 1930, 24.6 percent of popu
lation received 6.8 percent of income; 1940,
22.9 percent of population received 6.9 percent
of income.
Closely associated with the over-all disparity
in agricultural income is'th at of disparity and
inequality of income within agriculture itself
as related to geographical areas and as related
to population groups. In 1940, for instance,
it is estimated that 50 percent of the farm
population received only 12 percent of the farm
income. A whole series of problems emerge out
of this situation.

Regional Problems
In addition to a number of national
problems, some of which are enumerated
above, the solution or disposition pf which
will influence the agriculture and general
economy of Mississippi very materially,
there are also some regional problems
that should be mentioned before consider
ing specifically State problems.
These problems are mentioned as reg
ional problems largely because the ap
proach to their solution can best be
made on a regional basis.
The South’s deficiencies and problem s^^
have bepn presented so often and s o ^ P
dramatically within recent years that lit
tle time need be devoted here to establish- V
ing the fact that the economic status of
the South is much below that of the
Nation as a whole. A quotation from an
article appearing in the January issue of
the Atlantic Magazine by Mr. David L.
Cohn is indicative of the rather dramatic
manner in which the economic and social
status of the South is sometimes portray
ed.
“ The South is the poorest section of the
United States, filled with rural and urban slums,
whose people are kept from plumbing even
lower depths of misery and degradation because
they lie already on the stinking bottom.”
#

#

#

“ Hundreds of thousands of young men -and
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utable to climate, geography, or lack of
natural resources. On the whole, the
South has a very considerable amount of
fertile soil, a favorable climate, and an
abundant rainfall. A distinguished geog
rapher some thirty years ago was so im
pressed with the possibilities of the South
that he referred to it as the potential
“garden spot” of America and observed
that ‘TOO millions of people could live
within the valleys and on the wide plains
# * *
of the old Confederacy.” He was further
“ In the South the standard of living has re more referring to abundant living in terms
mained low and the standard of breeding has
of the high standards for which America
remained high. Thus the section has a body
has become noted.
of cheap labor on farms and in the factories
which produce but do not consume. These
In addition to her soils and climate
workers grow cotton they do not wear, raise
which
are adapted to the production of
tobacco they do not smoke, and build furniture
a wide variety of plants and animals, the
they do not use.”
' #
#
#
South has vast stretches of forests, both
“ As a result of its long and often crushing
softwood and hardwood, and an abund
poverty, the South is the most illiterate section
ance of game, fish, naval stores, and oil
of the Nation, although the Southern States
spend nearly half of their total income on educa and fruit producing plants in ever in
tion. Being poor, they haven’t much to spend.”
creasing abundance. Actual and poten
* * #
tial hydro-electric power is found in great
“Here are sold the shabbiest merchandise, the
er abundance than any other area of the
vilest whiskey, and the gaudiest Bibles in
country. Marble, granite, sand, gravel,
America. Here is the dumping ground for the
Nation’s trade, the outlet for the spectacularly
and lime, and all manner of domestic
dreadful trade goods made for the natives of
clays provide essential building material.
America’s colonies at home.”
Metals such as copper, magnesium, baux
# # *
Thus we have the old familiar story, ite, barite, and iron ore are found in
and even though we may not quite like proximity to vast undeveloped beds of
the way the picture is drawn, we know coal. The South already provides onethat as a matter of cold objective statis fifth of the Nation’s soft coal, and it has
tics, the South stands at the bottom from been estimated that less than 2 percent of
the viewpoint of almost every index that the coal seams have as yet been tapped.
It has been estimated that there are
is designed to measure economic well
350 million long tons of phosphate de
being.
In the South, which embraces only 28 posits in five Southeastern States, while
percent of the national area, live 29 per Florida and Tennessee actually produce
cent of the total population and 52 per around .98 percent of all the phosphate
cent of the Nation’s agricultural workers within the Nation. Texas produces 85
who own only one-fourth of the agricul percent of the world supply of • sulphur
tural wealth of the country and who re and 99 percent of that used in our own
ceive only about one-fourth of the agri country. The South produces over twocultural income and only one-seventh of thirds of the Nation’s supply of petroleum
and more than one-half of its natural
the income from manufactured goods.
gas
supply. The production of this im
As agricultural and industrial leaders,
we are concerned with the reasons for portant commodity is becoming increas
the region’s unfavorable status. It can? ingly significant in our own State.
No less important are the human renot be entirely due to deficiencies attrib

women migrate to other sections because they
cannot earn a living at home. Those who re
main are paid lower wages than obtained- else
where, because as is said with much justice,
Southern industry cannot pay equal wages and
compete with Eastern industry so long as the
Banking East rigs freight rates in its own
favor. (Sherman, reborn, with an army of
lobbyists at his heels, is still marching through
Georgia.)
Yet, whatever happens, the North
benefits because Southern industries are owned
largely outside the section. Profits are drained
off, and Southerners are left holding a bag of
cornmeal and fatback.”
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sources of the South. Here is to be found
“the breeding ground of the nation.”
Certainly the region affords a human
background of unusual wealth in num
bers and in biological prepotency ade
quate for the utmost in economic and
cultural achievement and continuity of
labor force.

Deficiencies Due to Two
C auses
How can abject poverty and lack of
adequate institutional services be account
ed for in an area with the natural re
sources which are found in the South?
Obviously we can do little more than
suggest some of the causes with the hopes
that they may be more fully developed
in subsequent discussions. The causal
factors may be grouped into two classes
or categories, i. e., the internal and exter
nal. The first has to do with those prob
lems that have their genesis within the
South and can best be attacked by mea
sures operating within the region; and
secondly, those problems arising from
policies and institutional arrangements
that have their origin from without the
South. These forces are not mutually ex
clusive, but through them the process of
action and reaction operate so that the
one influences the other.
Inasmuch as some of the internal fac
tors will be suggested under the State’s
problems, a few of the external factors
that will help explain the current eco
nomic status of the South may be sug
gested as follows:
1. The Civil War not only destroyed
the military power of the South, but its
economic power was also reduced to the
vanishing point. Consequently, the South
lost its opportunity to develop industrial
ly along with the North and East dur
ing the last quarter of the 19th century
when America was becoming the most
highly industrialized country in the
world.
2. The protective tariff has served to
confer upon other sections of the coun-

try a bounty that is rarely appreciated.
One of Daniel Webster’s constituents
writing asking him to support the Tariff
Bill of 1828 had the following to say:
“ This bill, if adopted as amended, will
keep the South and West in debt to New
England for the next one hundred years.”
The bill was adopted as amended, and
bigger and better tariff bills have period
ically been put through Congress since
that day. There is little doubt of the
tariff’s detrimental effect upon the
South.
3. Between 1862 and 1936 approxjtf^
mately eight billion dollars were d istril^P
uted as pension payments. The South
received practically none of this money. '
It was distributed during the industrial
development period of the country and,
no doubt, lent encouragement to the in
dustrial development within the areas
where distributed. Furthermore, effec
tive patents were taken on the new me
chanical devices and since these were
owned and located outside the South, a
very considerable monopoly benefit flow
ed to other areas as a result. This is not
a criticism of either the pension program
or the patent laws, but it may be very
significant in terms of the distribution of
federal tax money.
4. By means of credit and almost com^^
plete financial control, the tariff, and th ^B )
peculiar marketing system of the South,
the Southern farmer has been forced to
bring a disproportionately large amount
of cotton and other farm products to the
market place to exchange for shoes, over
alls, farm machinery, and other industrial
products.
5. It has been charged that the rail
way system of the country that was estab
lished during the 25-year period following
the Civil War has served to stifle river
traffic which provided cheap transporta
tion for much of the region, and through
the establishment of differential freight
rates has also served to penalize and
hamper industrial development in the
Southern region. The differential freight
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rate question is an extremely complex that have hampered Southern business
problem and one that needs to be care and agriculture and have drawn heavy
fully and scientifically analyzed. Frankly, tribute from them. Leaders in the South
I am not qualified to appraise the merits must search diligently for any and all
of this controversial question. It needs artificial forces that tend to hinder the
to be given careful and objective con industrial and agricultural development of
sideration.
the area. Industrial development is an
6.
The South has suffered the con absolute essential to the effective region
sequences in many ways of being almost al utilization of the vast storehouse of
completely dependent on outsiders for natural resources found within the area.
Also Southern agriculture which pro
capital. In 1935, for instance, the North
had over 5 billion dollars more time duces in abundance such important staple
deposits than demand deposits; whereas, products as cotton, tobacco, rice, and
South’s time deposits were less than sugarcane, must share in the national in
checking account by 272 million dol come in accordance with their contribu
lars. As a result of its financial depend tions to the national welfare. Agricul
ence, the South has been exploited of its tural technology and processing plants
natural resources somewhat in the fashion and other facilities must be improved and
expanded as well as the development of
of a colonial region.
Without rancor and without prejudice, farmer cooperatives of various and sun
an examination and analysis of the South dry kinds.
The general national and regional over
ern situation leads to the conclusion that
all
problems have been suggested as
the present unfavorable situation of the
South is due in no small measure to something of a background against which
public and business policies and institu many of our local problems may be fo
tional arrangements that have penalized cused. The farmers’ problems of today are
or hampered economic development. vitally influenced by national and even
Since many of the difficulties are man world policies, programs, and economic
made, it follows logically that they are forces, and many of these will have to be
dealt with accordingly from the regional
amendable to change.
and national viewpoint.
Most of the problems, however, cannot
The above is not to suggest that all of
solved by edict or by agitating the
our
deficiencies are due to public and
es of regional prejudicies. Further
more, it is not a matter of doing some private institutional influences that ham
thing for the South for the South’s sake, per our economic progress. Much of the
but it is a matter of making it possible for blame lies within ourselves for lack of
A great people to realize more fully their economic betterment and development.
opportunities to the end that the South Too often in the past we have tried to
and the Nation will be stronger and more make ourselves believe that “our defici
encies lie within the stars rather than in
prosperous.
No effort will be made at this time ourselves.” We must approach the solu
to suggest in detail how public policy tion to our problems with intelligent de
and programs can be adjusted and de termination along internal and external
veloped so as to unshackle the area and lines simultaneously.
State Problems
promote its fullest development. One
of the big problems is that of securing
Mississippi agriculture has been stream
united action on the part of the people lined to conform to the agricultural war
within the areas as a whole.
needs of the Nation. There has been a
Ways and means must be found for rather sharp increase in such crops as
neutralizing the extra regional controls soybeans, peanuts, small grains, certain
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vegetables, sweetpotatoes, livestock, and
dairying, but these increases have not
drastically changed the agricultural pat
tern of the State. These wartime adjust
ments have in general been In keeping
with the long-time adjustment trends for
a sounder agriculture within the State.
There will of course be some post-war
local adjustments within areas around
camps that will perhaps be drastic and
painful, but these will be small compared
with post-war maladjustments in some of
the States. Also the problem of return
ing industrial workers and servicè men
to the farms may very materially com
plicate the agricultural situation. This
problem will be discussed in more detail
later.

Low Incomes
The one big agricultural problem in
Mississippi around which all others evolve
is that of extremely low incomes. And
even though the State’s agricultural in
come has been materially improved as a
result of the war program, our relative
position has not been changed. Nothing
more than passing mention need to be
made of the fact that the State stands at or
near the bottom of the list of sister states
in per capita income and as related to
standard of living indices as pertains to
such items as housing, illiteracy, owner
ship of automobiles, radios, electrical
equipment, telephones, and subscriptions
to newspapers and magazines.
For instance, the per capita cash in
come in 1940 for Mississippi was $9835
as compared with $150.05 for the South
ern States and $297.80 for the Nation as
a whole. Had the average per capita
farm income for the Nation prevailed in
Mississippi in 1940, over a quarter of a
billion dollars would have been added to
the State total.
Despite the low cash income from mar
ketings, the value of perquisites for home
consumption was very low7 and even non
existent on many farms. One farm unit
out of three reported no cows milked in

1939; three out of each seven reported
no livestock or livestock products sold,
traded, or used by farm households; 27.3
percent of farm families had no hogs;
13.5 percent no poultry; and the value of
farm products consumed by persons on
farms was estimated to be only $32.78
per capita.
Since Mississippi .is predominantly a
rural agricultural state, low farm in
comes affect not only the pattern of life
from the viewpoint of inadequate pur
chasing power, but institutional services
of all kind are likewise adversely af£Bk|
ed due to inability of the people to p m '
vide adequate funds for their support. '
As an indication of the relative impor
tance of agriculture to the total economy
of the State, a little more than 80 per
cent of the State’s , population were class
ed as rural in 1940, and total agriculture
income exceeded the value of manufac
tured products by some $8,257,000.

Agricultural Production
Pattern
Mississippi agriculture rests essentially
on farm row crops and very largely on
one crop—that of cotton. During the
period 1924 to 1929, seventy-eight per
cent- of the total farm marketing income
came from cotton and cottonseed;
percent from other crops; and 13.2 per
cent from livestock and livestock pro
ducts. For the period 1935 to 1940, the
ratio had shifted to 70.3 percent for cot
ton, 9.5 percent for all other crops, and
20.2 percent for livestock and livestock
products. Between the two periods, there
was an increase in the average annual
income from livestock and livestock pro
ducts of 4.2 percent; a decrease in the
value of crops by 37.7 percent, making
an over-all reduction in the total farm,
income of 32 percent. Even though the
relative and absolute importance of live
stock was increasing, it still accounted
for only about one-fifth of the total in
come.
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Problems of Increased
Production
One of the causes for low farm income
in Mississippi is that of low yields. The
standard of living of a people is influ
enced by how effectively they utilize the
resources at their disposal. There can
be little doubt that considerable progress
can yet be made in a more effective utili
zation of the soil and other physical re
sources of the State.
With the exception of cotton yields,
h are also very low in certain areas
e State, acreage yields of most major
in Mississippi are low. A few com
parisons are interesting: corn, in bushels:
Mississippi, 16; Illinois, 50; Iowa, 55; U.
S., 31.6; oats, in bushels: Mississippi, 33;
Illinois, 44; Iowa, 36; U. S. 34; peanuts,
in pounds: Mississippi, 477, VirginiaNorth Carolina Area, 1258; Southeastern
Area, 717; average per milk cow produc
tion in gallons: Mississippi, 290; Southern
States, 376; U. S., 538; average as report
ed by Dairy Herd Associations, 946.

f
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ment Practices
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for that compared, to 8.01 for the South
ern States as a whole, and only 3.25 per-
cent for the Nation.
More and more soil-building crops, to
gether with lime, are needed on many
soils of the State. More and better mar
keting facilities and services for farmers
within the State are needed. These, and
no doubt many other problems as relat
ed to a more efficient utilization of re
sources, challenge the very best effort on
the part of all agricultural workers with
in the State.,

Conservation of Resources
Soil erosion and the wastage of other
physical resources has had a blighting ef
fect upon, the agricultural economy of
the State. The Soil Conservation Service
estimated in 1934 that 2,137,000 acres of
cultivated land had been essentially ruin
ed for further cultivation and that ap
proximately sixteen million acres or about
54 percent of the total land area of the
State had been eroded in varying de
grees. Thousands of acres of forest land
burn over from one to three times each
year. Wasted land and wasted resources
inevitably mean poor and wasted people.
What can Mississippi do?

More effective and efficient utilization
of farm resources in Mississippi can be
Agricultural Diversifications
had through the application of agriculDiversification has been suggested as
1 science to the selection and utilizaof better strains of seed adapted to the way out for Mississippi agriculture.
tne soils and environment of the State;Diversification based on sound scientific
improvement in breeding stock; the ap principles holds opportunities for im
plication of scientific knowledges to the provement, but it also involves some ex
building of pastures, and a more scienti tremely difficult problems. Farm manage
fic and careful approach to the matter ment studies have not as yet found a
of farm organization and the application crop that- ¿ompares favorably with cot
ton as related to acreage income for most
of sound farm management practices.
Further research is badly needed in the areas of the State. This does not mean
that considerable more emphasis could
scientific and farm management fields
not be given to the production of need
as related specifically to agriculture. A
thorough study of soils and their classi ed home plant and animal products. But
fication should be made and specific ferti it does mean that finding a substitute
lizer needs established. Approximately major commodity for cotton is not as
eight and three-quarter million dollars easy as some would have us believe.
were spent on commercial fertilizers in
The State has made substantial pro
1940. This was equivalent to 7.77 per gress in livestock and dairy production
cent of the total gross cash farm income but further expansion in this field is

§
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fraught with difficulties. The big prob
lem is feed. Only limited areas within
the State are well-adapted to the growing
of forage grasses that will provide for
summer grazing and yield the silage
needed to carry herds through the win
ter. It is not enough merely to fence
off a cotton field and allow the grasses
already there to seed themselves by na
tural process to provide pasture for profit
able cattle grazing. Grasses must be
found adapted to individual soils, lime
and fertilizer must be applied in most in
stances; and mowing must be done at
the proper time in order to realize the
maximum feeding potential from a given
acreage. Building good pastures in most
parts of the State is a slow, expensive,
laborious process. Finally, a careful in
tegration of the cattle program with the
farmers’ other enterprises must be work
ed out so that they will mutually sup
port each other.
Livestock and dairy production will no
doubt be expanded in the future to the
enrichment of the State’s agriculture, but
it will have to be done by much study
and hard work.

fabulous rich soils of Iowa, each farm
person has access to a little more than
four times as much cropland as does
each farm person in Mississippi and for
the Nation a little more than twice as
much.
Assuming the same rural population
level during the post-war period, desir
able farm adjustments will no doubt be
seriously hampered in some areas of the
State. This difficulty, moreover, holds
promise of still further complication due
to the high birth rate within the State,
unless large numbers of persons on tJAk
farms can find new opportunities for e n ^ F
ployment within the State or migrate to
areas outside the State.
Population experts have estimated that
the fertile white women of Mississippi
bore approximately 53 percent more chil
dren in 1940 than was necessary to main
tain a constant population. The repro
duction rate of the white farm women
was about 90 percent above a mainten
ance level, while that of the urban white
women was 6.5 percent below theirs.
Curiously enough, the net fertility rates
of urban and farm Negro women are
below that of the corresponding white
Population Pressure
groups, but still considerably more than
One of the basic causal factors as that required for a maintenance level. The
sociated with low per capita farm income combined rates reveal the presence of an
in Mississippi is the density of farm enormous force piling population up
population. A better farm organization the farms of the State. This is one
and; the adoption of a sounder farm
the serious challenging problems in terms
management program will mean more of improving the per capita income of
diversification and less emphasis on row ' farm people.
crops and more emphasis on cover crops,
This analysis of population problems
pasture, livestock, forestry, and a general as related to agriculture does not suggest
extensive type of agriculture. Such a pro that the only solution to the population
gram will mean fewer people on the land pioblem is that of continued heavy mi
in those areas where such adjustments gration. Moderate migration will doubt
are desirable.
less be desirable for some time to come,
Despite the fact that much of the crop but increasingly as the years go by, Mis
land of Mississippi is poor and eroded, sissippi should strive to provide adequate
the per capita farm population ratio to ly for all her sons and daughters who de
crop acres in 1940 was 1 to 5 in Missis sire to live out their lives in the land of
sippi; 1 to 18.7 in Illinois; 1 to 21.6 in their birth. A wholesome interchange of
Iowa; and 1 to 10.5 for the United States people from other sections rather than
as a whole. This means that on the the one-way movement which now pre-
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vails will add richness to the life of the
State in many ways.
This desirable goal, however, can be
attained only through a simultaneous de
velopment of industry along with eco
nomic progress in the field of agriculture.
Agriculture and industry must plan and
build together to the end that adequate
opportunity is available to all her people.

The Future of Cotton
In my opinion some of the most seri
ous agricultural problems for Mississippi
^ad for the South, for that matter, in
B post-war years will be problems re
lated to cotton. As already indicated,
approximately three-fourths of the State’s
agricultural income is from cotton and
cottonseed. When cotton is sick, the eco
nomy of the State and of the South is
sick. The outlook for cotton is not too
promising.
The average domestic consumption of
American cotton from 1924 to 1940 was
6,250,000 bales. Despite the fact that
domestic consumption has jumped to a
little more than 11 million bales during
each of the past 2 years, there is little
reason to believe that domestic consump
tion will be materially, if any, above thai
of the pre-war years.
The exports of American cotton may
V indicated by giving the yearly average
l^)orts for selected 4-year periods.
1909-13—8,827,000 bales
1924-28—8,673,000 bales
1929-33—8,091,000 bales
1934-38—5,706,000 bales
During the thirties, as a result of a
policy of autarchy and strict trade con
trol on the part of the totalitarian states,
the exports of American cotton decreas
ed very sharply. This decrease in Amer
ican exports in the world markets, how
ever, was compensated for by increased
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production of cotton in other cotton pro
ducing areas of the world. For instance,
cotton acreage in the United States .was
reduced 33 percent from the 1928 to
1932 period as compared with the 1936
to 1940 period. At the same time, there
was a corresponding increase in cotton
acreage outside of the United States by
20 percent.
There will be serious problems associat
ed with the matter of regaining inter
national cotton markets for the American
producer following the war. The diffi
cult problem of international exchange
has already been mentioned and the fact
that American producers will not be con
tent with the low world price is another
factor.
The possibility of synthetic competition
in the post-war years was suggested by
Mr. I. W, Duggan in a recent speech
on the “American Cotton in the Post
war World.” Mr. Duggan made the fol
lowing statement: “ Rayon consumption
in the United States increased from 155
million pounds in 1932 to 622 million
pounds in 1942. The price of rayon staple
fiber has decreased during the same per
iod from 46 cents per pound in 1932
to 24 cents per pound in 1942. World
production of rayon and rayon staple
fiber has increased from 534 million
pounds in 1932 to 314 billion pounds in
1942. World production of rayon yarn
and staple fiber was equivalent to 114million bales of cotton in 1932 and by
1942 production had increased almost
seven-fold to the equivalent of more than
8 million bales of cotton. Rapidly in
creasing production and declining prices
together with technological developments
and synthetic fiber manufacturing and
in utilization are making synthetic fibers
formidable competitors of cotton in many
lines.”

